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a Asked to comment at his Nov. 14 ou ess-x onference onjthe South 
^■r^vT et names e cou p. Kenned y said he hcyed it Would jnean an "increased' 
^ eff ort in the war.” T The purpose of a planned Nov. 20 Honolulu, 
meeting for top Administration and military officials, he said, was “to 
attempt to assess the situation: what American policy should be, and 
p what our aid policy should be, how we can intensify the struggle, how 
VtOve can brin g Arnerj ganj^n nt nf there.” His Administration’s object, he 
werrTon, “is tobring Americans home, permit the South Vietnamese to 
' maintain themselves as a free and independent country, and permit 
democratic forces within the country to operate — which they can, of 
course, much more freely when the assault from the inside, and which 
is manipulated from the north, is ended.” 

Day of Pres. Kennedy's Assassination 

* Pres. Kennedy began a 2-day tour of Texas Nov. 21. Addressing 
the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce at breakfast Nov. 22, Kennedy 
said: His Administration had “increased our special counter- 

insurgency forces whioh are now engaged in Vietnam by 600 Jo. I hope 
those who want a stronger America and place it on some signs will also 
place those figures next to it.” 

After the breakfast at the Texas Hotel in Fort Worth, Kennedy 
flew to Love Field, Dallas. There he acknowledged greetings for a 
brief period and then entered an open car. The motorcade traveled 
along a 10-mile route through downtown Dallas on its way to the 
Trade Mart, where the President planned to speak at a luncheon. At 
approximately 12:30 p.m. CST he was struck by 2 bullets fired by Lee 
Harvey Oswald. Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1 p.m., Nov. 22, 
1963. 

Lyndon B. Johnson became President when John F. Kennedy 
died. Johnson pledged Nov. 24 that his Administration would continue 
to pursue the U.S. policies on South Vietnam that had been established 
by Kennedy. 




POST MORTEM 


According to British journalist Louis Heren (in No Hail \ No 
Farewell ), John F. Kennedy left “to his successor a terrible mess the 
like of which few Presidents had inherited since the other Johnson 
succeeded the murdered Lincoln.” The Washington journalist I. F. 

Stone wrote in his Weekly a short while after Kennedy's death: “He^ -- 
died in time to be remembered as he would like to be remembered, as 
ever young, still victorious, struck down undefeated, with almost all 
the potentates and rulers of mankind, friend and foe, come to mourn at 
the bier. For somehow one has the feeling that in the tangled 
dramaturgy of events, this sudden assassination was for the author the 
only satisfactory way out. The Kennedy Administration was 
approaching an impasse, certainly at home, quite possibly abroad, 
from which there seemed no escape.” 

After Kennedy’s death many commentators and former 1 
associates of the late President speculated at length about what 
Kennedy would have done about Vietnam had he lived to complete his 
term and to be reelected in 1964. One of the most significant 
comments to date has come from Kenneth 0’PonnelL^ Kp .n n edy’s^^ 
- ;/ ^a^aixitments secretary at the White House. I n an Au^X l9Z0art^^^>^\ 
* Hn LZ/e^ga gazine, excerpted from a forthcoming book, JtTE^nhe ll 
•> ^ aiger t e dth a t Kennedy ha d decided b y 19 63 to withdraw all U. S. 
tjr oops'f r.o m . Sou t h JW e tn amH^^^ §653DTh PP gh. ,hje_plaan edj o 

d elay, such an annQunc.ement until.,after the 1964 J He^ ltPJP- 

According to O’DonndL^Pres^ Kennedy first began to have 
doubts about V i et r ^arrfT in [9 6F&hrh > bot h Gen. Douglas MacA rthur 
and Gen. Charles de (jauiirwarned aga i ns t fighting a non-nucle^ wg r 
' on the Asian ma inland. Duringihe course of a 3-hour meeting^ y.ith 
Kennedy in 1961 . MacArthur was said to have called the “dom ino 
theory” ridiculous inlTnuclear a ge and to have t old Kennedy that the 
nati on's domestic problems were more imp ortant than Vietnam ' 
According to O’Donnell, “ Kennedy came oul of the meeting s tunned. 

T hat a man like MacArthur should give him such unmilitary advice^ 

T a trip to Vig 
according to O’Donnell. ^dvised Kennfe 
from South Vietnam, “a suggestion that : 

his meeting with Mansfield, O’Donnell reported, Kennedy said: “I got 
angry with Mike for disagreeing with our policy so completely, and I 
gotjjigryLwit h myself because I found myself agreeing w ilhiiim.” 

lr\ th e spring of 1963. a ccording to O’Donnell’s account, 

Mjtnsfield. at a WhiteHouse breakfast for Congressional leaders, 
c riticized the U.S.’ Vietnam ^ policies. After the meeting, Kennedy 


Mansfield. 
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invited Mansfield to his office. O'Donnell, who was present for part 
that meeting, reported that Kennedy told Mansfield that he then 
a greed with him on the need for a complete military with drawal fro in 
Vietnam. Kennedy, however, said, according to O'Donnell, that “I 
c an't do it until 1965 — a f ter I'm reelectedC CAfter Mansfield lefn, 
O'Donnell reported, Kennedy told him (O'Donnell): “In 1965, I’ll k*z 
damned everywhere as a Communist appeaser. But I don’t care. If I 
tried to pull out completely now, we would have another Joe McCarthy 
Red scare on our hands, but I can do it after I'm reelected. So we had 
better make damned sure that I am reelected.” 

^skexllcm-a-Ia.ter occasion ( by O'Donnell) how the U.S. could 
wit hdraw from Viet nam without losing prestige . Kennedy was quo ted 
by O’Donnell as saying: “ Easy. Put a government in there that 

Following the' release of Q'DonneirFSdckISem_ Mansfield~S ^ 
reported by the Washington IPost Aug. 3, i97U to~lTavT~confirmed 
O’Donnell’s account concerning the withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Vietnam. “He had definite ly and uneq ujvocallv made that decision,'” 
Mansfield w as quoted as saying. Commenting on his 1963 meeting 
with Kennedy following the Congressional breakfast, Mansfield was 
further quoted as saying: “P res. Kennedy didn't waste word s. He was 
pretty sparse withjii s langua ge. But it was not unusuaTForTiim to shift 
ogjltion . There ^is no douhl_that he~ ~ had shifted definitely a no 
Unequivocally on Vietnam, bu t he neverlTad the chance~ :o put the plan 
[the 1965 withdrawal] into effect.” 

In an interview published in the Washington Post Aug. 4 
O ^Hrmnell said that he did -not-think Kennedy had told State S ecv. 

withdrawal huMhat Fie~ believed that 
D £fenIe~Secy. Robert S. McNamara had been informed. According" to 
rvnrm nHl , the idea was never presentedTn clear terms to the Nation al 
■Sernritv Coun ci l (w#os &- s essions O’Donnell had at tended.) Rohgr t 
Kennedy knew of the plan, O’Donnell was reported to have said, du? 
hr^reiused fo discuss it during hiTl968 political campaign for fear of 
appearing “cheesey.” 

O’Donnell’s Life article appeared in the midst of his unsuccessful 
campaign for the Democratic nomination for governor of 
assachusetts. 

In discussing O’Donnell’s article, Tpm Wicker > a close student of 
the Kennedy Presidency, noted in his Au g. 4. 1970 co lumn in the N. Y. 
Times that “others who believe themselves knowledgeable about Mr. 
Kennedy differ” with O’Donnell. “It often has. been pointed -out,” 
Wicker wrote, “that Mr. Tohnson ordered military intervention ~in 
1 965 while surrounded by virtually t he same advisers who would have 
co unseled MrTKennedy, had he liv ed. Moreover, it was Mr. Kennedy, 
n o t MF7 Tohnson. whoordered the first substantial 'escalatio n' in 1 a t e 
lgTAcc ~ * 
war “are conflicting/ ’ 



